 Leader’s notesOVERVIEW
Study no: 8
Passage: Ezekiel 36:16-38
What is the passage about? It’s about God vindicating his name by cleansing his people, transforming them and restoring them to their own land.

Why was the passage written? To show that God alone can solve the problem of Israel’s sin.

Teaching goal: To understand that it is only by God’s divine action that we can live in obedience to him so that we would not look to ourselves but to his goodness and grace.

Big question:	How can I live in obedience to God?

[bookmark: _Hlk196142842]BIBLE STUDY
Launch: 5 min Why was obeying your parents so difficult? (If you can think of a specific and funny scenario, share it!)

Context: God will judge the shepherds of Israel who have oppressed the people and taken leadership for their own gain. Judgement will extend to the people also: the sheep and the goats will be divided: the sheep to life and the goats to death and judgement. God will provide for his people physically and spiritually through his shepherd from the Davidic line.

[bookmark: _Hlk196143224]Pray!

Read: Ezekiel 36:16-21 Profanity 
Observation 5 min
1. What have the Israelites done wrong?
Answer: they have profaned God’s name by their conduct and action v17, 21

Meaning 12 min
2. Why are their actions so wrong?
Purpose: to see that because they have done disobeyed God, which is akin to a woman’s ejection of bodily fluid during menstruation v17, that is, detestable, and untouchable. Note (not required in the study): menstruation is not unclean because it is sinful but certain bodily fluids were classed as unclean, as per Leviticus 15

3. Why is God’s holy name (his reputation) his motivation for saving the Israelites?
Purpose: to see that God is consistent: he is not saving Israel despite their sin. God is saving Israel because he has promised to keep them (see promise to Abraham)
[bookmark: _Hlk196142835]
Read: Ezekiel 36:24-38 Vindication
Observation 8 min
4. What will God do for his people?
Answer: gather them from the countries v24; cleanse them v25, 29; new heart v26; make the land of promise plentiful v29-30, like the garden of Eden v35

Meaning 15 min
5. Why do God’s people need such radical surgery?
Purpose: to reflect on the utter sinfulness of God’s people that we’ve seen throughout Ezekiel

6. How transformative will God’s work be?
Purpose: to see the complete transformation of the land and the people

7. Doesn’t v37 contradict v23 and v38?
Answer: No. God still responds to Israel’s pleas v37, because of his name. In both v23 and v38, God acts for the good of his name/reputation, which looks like fulfilling his past promises

Application 10 min
8. God acts for his name. What does that tell us about God?
Purpose: to see that Gods promises, unlike ours, are unbreakable

Read: John 3:1-15
9. How does God act for his name in Jesus?
Purpose: to see that God’s aims are always the same: his own glory and greatness, and we get caught up in that as God’s people! We are transformed into God’s holy and obedient people in Jesus

Pray! In reflection on question 9

Things to note about the passage (but you don’t need to include all these details in the study!):
· Broad structure: verses 16-21- The profanation of Yahweh’s name. Verses 24-38- the vindication of Yahweh’s name. 
· Israel profaned Yahweh’s name firstly by their actions (17), but also by the fact that they weren’t in the promised land (20).
· Yahweh vindicates his name by cleansing his people, transforming them and restoring them to their own land.
· Verse 17- “like a woman’s monthly uncleanness”- it is unclean not because menstruation is sinful but because certain bodily fluids were classed as unclean.
· God’s motivation in restoring blessing to the people is for his own name (21-23, 32). Blessing his people achieves this because he had linked his name to Israel through entering into a covenant with them. If he simply left them as they deserved then his power would seem insufficient to deliver on his promises. 
· Your group may find this motivation difficult- how could God be so concerned for the honour of his own name? Isn’t this narcissistic? You may choose to spend some time thinking this through, especially if your group has trouble with it. 
· God promises to gather and return his people to their own land (24, 28) and give both the land and the people fruitfulness (28-30, 33-35, 37b-38).
· God promises not to just do an external, physical work but an internal, spiritual work within the people: he will cleanse them (25, 29, 30) and he will give them a new heart and his Spirit that they might obey him (26-27).
· This promise helps to make sense of John 3:1-15 where Jesus tells Nicodemus that “unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” (v5). Jesus expected Nicodemus to remember God’s OT promises (v10).
· It was at Pentecost (Acts 2) that believers were first given the gift of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. It is by his work that we grow in obedience and likeness to Christ day by day. When Christ returns we look forward to being fully like him: holy and able to live in complete obedience. 
· God promises to again be responsive to Israel (37)

Things to consider re. application:
· The people of Israel had profaned God’s name not only through their actions but even through their very existence. Like them we are unrighteous and sinful (Rom 3:9-20). You may like to do an activity with your group to help them reflect on and appreciate the weight of their own sin and the dishonour it does to God’s name.
· In the passage God promises to cleanse his people, give them a new heart, and give them his Spirit thus enabling them to live in obedience. Note that it is not in response to their obedience or faithfulness that he promises transformation but it is with full acknowledgement of their present disobedience. This order of events is amazing! It’s the same for believers today! We are saved by God’s grace in the midst of our disobedience and are thus enabled to do good works (Eph 2:8-10). God’s divine action is necessary for the transformation of the human heart, it’s nothing we can do on our own, we need his Spirit in order to live in obedience. It would be worth helping your group grasp and reflect on this so that together your hearts are turned to the praise of his name. 
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