Leaders’ Notes
BIBLE STUDYOVERVIEW
Study No:	1
Passage:	Ezekiel 1:1-3:15
What is the passage about? It is about Ezekiel the prophet seeing a vision of God’s glory and then being called to proclaim the word of the Lord to Israelites in exile irrespective of how they receive it (probably negatively). 

Why was the passage written? To introduce the prophet Ezekiel and his God-given task of proclaiming the word of God to the heard-hearted Israelite exiles in Babylon.

Teaching Goal: To understand that our holy God is always present so that wherever we are we would remain obedient to his word.
Big Question:	Where is God when I feel displaced or like I don’t belong?


Pray!

Read Ezekiel 1:1-3 1 min
1. *(Observation) What do we learn about Ezekiel in these verses? Who is he and where is he? 2 min
i. He is an exile, in Babylon, a priest, the son of Buzi, thirty years old
2. (Interpretation) How do you think the Israelites would have felt in exile? What might they have been wondering about God? 2 min
i. Displaced, uprooted, homeless
ii. Like they didn’t belong as they were surrounded by the Babylonians who had a completely different language, religion, culture
iii. Like God didn’t care and like he wasn’t present (they were far far away from the temple)
3. (Application) In pairs: Have you ever felt displaced, uprooted or like you didn’t belong somewhere? Can be physically or emotionally. What questions did you have for God? 3 min

Read Ezekiel 1:4-28 4 min
4. (Observation) What a detailed vision! Call out some of the things you notice and we’ll try and piece together what is being described 2 min
5. *(Interpretation) 4 mins Show your group an image which tries to capture the vision. There is one attached at the bottom of this page. Feel free to find your own, or if you have extra time to prep then to draw your own. 
Refer to this picture as you 
1) explain the element of the vision and
2) answer the following question for each element: “how does this speak into the situation of the exiles?”
		Note: be quick! You’ve only got 1 minute per element. 
i. Winged creatures (v5-14)
· Explanation: In 10:1 they are called “cherubim.” They are very threatening! They are bearing/guarding God’s throne (which is mentioned in v26-27). Suggests that they are guarding him and his holiness as in Gen 3:24 (when Adam and Eve were banished from the garden). 
· How does this speak into the situation of the exiles? God is present! He hasn’t abandoned his people. 
ii. Wheels (v15-21)
· Explanation: Suggests a chariot! It can go straight ahead in any direction (v12, 17). It has eyes all over the wheels (v18). 
· How does this speak into the situation of the exiles? God is like a warrior. The fact it can go everywhere suggests he is everywhere (omnipresent) and the fact that it has eyes all over the wheels suggests he can see everything (omniscient). 
iii. Out of the North (v4)
· Explanation: The North is where the enemies of God’s people traditionally came from, bringing destruction. 
· How does this speak into the situation of the exiles?: God is not coming as an ally to the exiles to rescue them, but he is coming from where an enemy usually would, he is bringing judgement. 

iv. Rainbow (v28)
· Explanation: Depicts hope, is a sign of God’s promise, his faithfulness to his people (as after the flood Gen 9:13-16). 
· How does this speak into the situation of the exiles? Even though God is bringing judgement, there is a glimmer of hope for the exiles. 
6. (Application) 4 min
i. This vision was shown to a specific man for a specific people in a specific period of history. What aspects of God in this vision remain true for us?  
Pretty much all of them: God is still present, glorious, holy, omniscient, omnipresent, holy, bringing judgement and hope to the world.
· Prompts: What did the vision reveal to the exiles about God?
  Are these things still true?
ii. [If there’s time]  In pairs, briefly discuss which of these truths you most easily forget when you feel displaced or like you don’t belong somewhere. 

Read Ezekiel 2:1-3:15 4 min
7. *(Observation) 3 min
i. What does God want Ezekiel to do with respect to the Israelites and why is this a difficult task?
· Speak his word to them (2:7, 3:4) (The content of the message isn’t included, just alluded to). 
· Difficult because they won’t listen (3:7)
ii. How does God show he will help Ezekiel? 
· By giving him his Spirit (2:2, 3:12, 3:14).
iii. How does Ezekiel respond to God? 
· He responds with obedience. He eats the scroll preparing himself to proclaim God’s word to the exiles (3:3). He sees the need for God’s judgement on the people’s disobedience. 
· He also responds in “bitterness and in anger of spirit” (3:14), he is an exile and God’s judgement on the people is devastating.
8. (Interpretation if students ask and/or if there’s time) 2 min
i. Why does Ezekiel have to eat a scroll? (2:8-3:3) Symbolises him ingesting God’s word, ready to proclaim this difficult word of lament, mourning and woe to the exiles. 
ii. Why would God ask Ezekiel to warn the exiles even if they’re probably not going to listen? The goal was God’s glory not numbers of people saved. 

9. *(Application) 5 min
i. In what way might we be like the Israelites in Ezekiel 1-3? We are in exile from the garden, longing to return home. We too need to be put in right relationship with God because of our hard hearts. 
ii. How does Ezekiel himself point to Jesus in this passage? Jesus himself went through the ultimate exile being rejected by many of his own people, he suffered, remained obedient, spoke God’s words, brought the message of God’s rule to his people in (spiritual) exile.
iii. When do you feel like an exile? What does this passage say to you?
Deliberately leaves it open for both non-Christians and Christians to answer. 
· They could say they feel cut off from God and need to repent
· They could say they feel like an exile in our society and are longing to be with God in heaven and so need to remember that God is present on his throne even in an alien culture
· They could say they feel like an exile in our society and find it difficult to stand up for Jesus and live in obedience to God but are reminded of how necessary this is. 
· They could express how hard it is when people are hard and obstinate but that this passage reminds them not to be surprised but to stay faithful in warning them and calling them to repent.
1. Pray in Response 2 min
Final word – As we read on we will see the specific content of Ezekiel’s message and how he proclaims this to the exiles. We will discover God’s grand plan to save a remnant for himself. 
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