Leaders’ Notes
BIBLE STUDYStudy No: 2 
Passage: Ezekiel 8
 
What is the passage about? God shows Ezekiel the Israelites disgusting idol worship in the temple. 
 
Why was the passage written? God is telling Ezekiel that because of Israels idolatry, judgement is coming, and that judgment can’t be stopped.
 
Teaching Goal: For the small group to understand that God will punish Israel because of their idolatry so that they see how terrible idolatry is and flee from it. 
 
Big Question:	When have other things replaced God as first in my life?


[bookmark: _Hlk2336269]Pray!

Launch Question What’s something you’ve put blood, sweat and tears into? 4 min 

Read Ezekiel 8:1–2 1 min
1. (Observation) 2 min 
What do we learn about the time and setting Ezekiel is in?
6th year of exile, so a little over a year since the first vision; God returns to take Ezekiel into another vision; Ezekiel is still in Babylon with the other exiles, but he is transported in a vision to Jerusalem; he is transported to the inner court, where there is an idol

Read Ezekiel 8:3–16 3 min
1. Observation 7 min
i. Pairs to answer questions in left column according to assigned verses, then share:
	
	vv. 3–6
	vv. 7–13
	vv. 14–15
	v. 16

	Where is Ezekiel taken?
	Entrance of the north gate of the inner court.
	Entrance to the court.
	Entrance of the north gate of the house of the LORD.
	Inner court of the house of the LORD.

	What does Ezekiel see?
	Idol of jealousy.
	Crawling things, unclean animals, and all the idols of Israel. Seventy elders of Israel. Jaazaniah, son of Shaphan.
	Women sitting, mourning the god Tammuz.
	25 men with their backs toward the LORD’s temple, bowing down to the sun in the east.

	What does God say to Ezekiel about the things he sees?
	The things God’s people are doing there are utterly detestable and will drive God far from His sanctuary.
	The things Judah is doing there are wicked and detestable.
	This is detestable.
	The detestable things the people of Judah are doing there is not a trivial matter.




2.  Interpretation 20 min
i. How are these scenes characterised by God?
Utterly detestable vv. 6, 13, and 15
a. Compare the scenes in sequence. What do you notice?
Each practice that Ezekiel is shown is more detestable than the last. The idolatry of God’s people is really evil.

ii. Why are the practices of God’s people so detestable?
One idol is in the north gate – so the idol probably a foreign god. This is the same cardinal direction that foreign invading armies come from v3, 5
The idol that provokes to jealousy – provokes God v3, 5
Unclean animals have been normalised in the life of God’s people, which is against the law that God gave them v10
All (70) of Israel’s elders are joining in with the idolatry v11, 12
Worshipping another foreign god in the house of the Lord v14, 16
25 men are in the temple, but their backs are facing the holy of holies, and instead worshipping the sun in the east, where their enemies come from v16
God’s people are worshipping other gods in the temple, where they are supposed to worship God alone

iii. What is the attitude of God’s people as they worship these idols?
Elders lead the people in idolatry in opposition to God and his clear word v11; God’s people are belligerent and opposed to God: “God does not see us” “the Lord has forsaken the land v12; They loves her foreign gods: women weep over Tammuz v14; They has rejected God v16

Read Ezekiel 8:17–18 1 min
1. (Observation) How is God going to deal with his people? 2 min
With anger (judgement) and without pity v18

2.  (Interpretation) Why is Gods judgement reasonable? 2 min
Because Israel is robbing God of what he deserves – praise and glory. God’s judgement is locked in

Leader comment: ultimately, God’s judgement on his people reaches its peak with the glory of the Lord departing the temple in Ezekiel 10:1. God’s special presence departs from his people. He removes his life and blessing from them.
Leader comment: Jesus’ clearing of the temple courts in John 2 is somewhat reminiscent of the scene in Ezekiel 8. While the Jews of Jesus day weren’t worshiping idols in the temple, they were abusing the temple. God’s people need transformation so that they worship God truthfully. And so do we. Which is why Jesus’ words in John 2:19 are so poignant. Jesus is the true temple through whose death and resurrection we enter into true fellowship with God, forever.

3.  (Application) 7 min
i. Read Colossians 3:5–6

ii. How does Paul define idolatry?
Idolatry is greed – taking what belongs to someone else. Taking what God deserves – worship and honour – and keeping it for ourselves or giving it to someone or something else

iii. What does modern-day idolatry look like for us?
When I’m satisfied by something more than God. Can field examples

iv. In pairs: What things satisfy me more than God? When? Why?
How might people answer this question?

Final word – Idolatry is a serious sin that we are not immune from. Thanks be to God who has forgiven us of idolatry through Jesus.

1. Pray in Response – in pairs, pray in confession 5 min
2

