[bookmark: _Hlk52270366]Leaders’ NotesOVERVIEW
Study No:	10
Passage:	Ezekiel 40-48
What is the passage about? These chapters are about the perfect eschatological temple where perfect worship will take place.

Why was the passage written? So that Ezekiel and his fellow exiles would hope in God’s promise of a time when they will be with God living perfectly in fellowship with him under his rule.

Teaching Goal: To understand that Ezekiel’s vision will perfectly fulfilled in the new creation so that we would long for that day when we will be in God’s perfected kingdom. 

BIBLE STUDY 
[bookmark: _Hlk2336269]
Pray!

[bookmark: _Hlk52278075]Launch Question: How and when have you heard people talk about God’s “presence”? 2 min
Aim: to get people contributing and to start exploring the topic. No need to land this question anywhere.
EG: Someone saying they can really feel God’s presence in the room, or praying that God’s presence would be “with us”, or reflecting on a time or place when they really felt God’s presence, or mourning the fact that they don’t feel God’s presence. Perhaps some have never heard anyone talk about God’s presence before. 
Link to the passage: This passage is a vision of God’s temple which was the place people went to be in his presence. 

(Observation) 15 mins
1. Key question: In chapters 40-48 Ezekiel, in a vision, is taken on a tour. Read/scan through the following sections as a group to determine where Ezekiel is, who his “guide” is and what he is being shown. Use a whiteboard or butcher’s paper to draw/write/represent your findings. Try not to get bogged down in details or to spend too long on this activity. If you think your group will take too long you could split them up to read different passages or even provide the answers to the “scan” sections yourself.
Aim: to help the group engage with this large body of text and gain an understanding for what happens in Ezekiel’s vision. 

· Read 40:1-4- Ezekiel is taken by the hand of the Lord to the land of Israel, to a high mountain, overlooking a city. A man whose appearance was like bronze tells Ezekiel he is his guide and that he must pay close attention.  
· Scan 40:5-42:20- Ezekiel is shown the temple area and the temple itself in great detail. If your group wonders about the significance of the measurements then that should become clear in the next section: they show its perfection (43:10).
· Read 43:1-12- Ezekiel is shown God’s glory entering the temple and filling it. This temple won’t be defiled. 
· Scan 43:13-46:24- Ezekiel is shown the altar, the entrances to the temple, he is given instructions about the priests, the allotment of land, the Passover and the sabbath and the sacrifices. Worship of God will be perfect in this temple.
· Read 47:1-12- Ezekiel is shown a river that comes out of the temple. It gives life to the whole land. Reminiscent of Eden.
· Scan 47:13-48:29-From the river the land of Israel is renewed and Ezekiel is told that the tribes are each to be given their share of the land.
· Read 48:30-35- Ezekiel is shown the gates of the city and told that the city will be called “the Lord is there”.

2. Does this vision remind you of earlier visions in Ezekiel? How so? You may prefer to incorporate this question into the previous activity. 
In chapters 8-11 Ezekiel was taken on a tour of the city of Jerusalem by a guide. Far from perfect it was a place the people had completely defiled. They were not worshipping God. God’s himself departed from this temple whereas in chapter 43 we see him entering it.

(Interpretation) 20 mins
3. Do you think Ezekiel’s vision is depicting a real temple? There is no need to come to consensus or a conclusion – to generate healthy conflict you could get the group to vote on whether they think it foreshadows a real physical temple or not and then explain their reasoning.  
Aim: to get the group thinking about whether this temple is, was, or will be a reality (whether physical or metaphorical). 

4. Key Question: What impact do you think this vision would have had on the exiles? 
Aim: to help the group put themselves in the shoes of the exiles and see how wonderful this promise would have been. 
The exiles would have felt far from God: their temple back in Jerusalem had been destroyed and although God had promised them spiritual and national renewal by his Spirit they probably would have had trouble latching on to what this meant for them. The existence of a physical temple was the familiar means of access to God. 
This temple would have amazed them. It is completely perfect and overwhelmingly beautiful! You may have noticed this if you have a love for geometry or architecture. Try to help your group notice it. 
The idea that God was promising the exiles a temple like this would have bolstered their hope that God hadn’t abandoned them but in fact was promising to dwell with them in a perfect temple full of perfect worship. 


5. Key Question: How is Ezekiel’s vision fulfilled in…
Invite your group members to chat together in pairs before sharing their thoughts with the group. If you are short on time you may choose to give each pair a different question. 

i. Jesus? Consider John 1:14 and 2:18-21 
Aim: to see that a physical temple is no longer necessary to access God because God came to earth as a person, Jesus, the true temple.
· Jesus was the very presence of God who dwelled among us in all glory. The Hebrew word for “dwelled” means “pitch a tent” thus he tented/tabernacled/templed among us. 
· Jesus’ referred to his own body as a temple, the perfect temple where there was perfect worship. In no way was he defiled by sin. Through sacrificing his own body at the cross and subsequently being resurrected Christians are granted access to God. 
· Jesus himself is the temple through which Christians now come to God, not by a physical building where sacrifices are made but by trusting Jesus who was that perfect sacrifice.

ii. Us? Consider 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19
Aim: to see that a physical temple is no longer necessary to access God because Christians have God’s Spirit dwelling within them, for this reason their bodies are called temples.   

iii. The New Creation? Consider Revelation 21:1-3 and 21:9-22:5
Aim: to see that ultimately this vision will be fulfilled in the New Creation. God himself is the temple “the Lord is there”.
God himself is the temple in the New Creation. What Ezekiel saw will be a reality in that there will be a time and place when God is perfectly present with his people who are worshipping him perfectly. 

(Application) 13 mins
6. Key Question: When are we in God’s presence? How? 
If we are Christians then we are always in the presence of God because we always have the Holy Spirit living within us. 

7. Do you ever feel like you are or aren’t in God’s presence? 
Aim: to help people think rightly about the place of their feelings. Don’t need to spend long here unless it’d be helpful for your group. 
· Should we be concerned one way or another? Why/why not?
We shouldn’t be concerned. The Bible doesn’t indicate that God’s presence is something that we can or should feel - and our feelings can be misleading anyway! That’s not to discount people’s feelings but to give us a better perspective on them– e.g. people might say they feel God’s presence because they are reflecting on the fact that they are in God’s presence and are feeling joyful or peaceful about that etc.
· What should we do if we’re struggling with this? We must keep trusting God’s promises that he dwells in us by his Spirit whether we feel like it or not and we must keep asking God for help in doing so.

8. Key Question: What do you look forward to about being with God in the New Creation? If you think people are more likely to share in little groups them split them up into pairs or threes.
Aim: to help people reflect on the New Creation and how wonderful it will be to be in God’s presence there. It will be more perfect and glorious as we will be physically present with our Lord Jesus and in the glory of the Father.

9. How might we respond if people talk about God’s presence as if it’s something that can be felt and with greater or lesser intensity in different situations? Can be done as a big group or little groups- if there’s time. 
Aim: To help people keep thinking rightly about God’s presence and to help them consider how they might also speak rightly about it in a sensitive way.



Pray: as a group thank God for the free access we have to him because of Jesus’ blood and through the gift of the Holy Spirit. Pray that we would long even more for the New Creation when we get to be with God in his perfected kingdom. 5 mins



























Participant’s Notes [optional]
You may choose to print this off for each of the members in your small group.
BIBLE STUDY
1. Announcements
2. Prayer 
3. Launch Question- How and when have you heard people talk about God’s “presence”?
4. Study Questions
1. In chapters 40-48 Ezekiel, in a vision, is taken on a tour. Read/skim the following sections as a group to determine where Ezekiel is, who his “guide” is and what he is being shown.
i. Read 40:1-4 
ii. Scan 40:5-42:20
iii. Read 43:1-12 
iv. Scan 43:13-46:24
v. Read 47:1-12
vi. Scan 47:13-48:29
vii. Read 48:30-35

2. Does this vision remind you of earlier visions in Ezekiel? How so? 

3. Do you think Ezekiel’s vision is depicting a real temple? 

4. What impact do you think this vision would have had on the exiles? 

5. How is Ezekiel’s vision fulfilled in:

i. Jesus? Consider John 1:14 and 2:18-21.
ii. Us? Consider 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19
iii. The New Creation? Consider Revelation 21:1-3 and 21:9-22:5. 

6. When are we in God’s presence? 

7. Do you ever feel like you are or aren’t in God’s presence? 
i. Should we be concerned one way or another? Why/why not?

8. What do you look forward to about being with God in the New Creation?

9. How might we respond if people talk about God’s presence as if it’s something that can be felt and with greater or lesser intensity in different situations?

5. Prayer

