Leader’s notesOVERVIEW
Study No:	5
Passage:	Ezekiel 28
What is the passage about? This passage is about God’s judgement on the prince and king of Tyre and against Sidon (the neighbouring city) because of the way they’ve treated Israel (v1-23). This stands in contrast to the protection God promises Israel (v24-26).  

Why was the passage written? To demonstrate God’s righteous and complete judgement on the nation of Tyre (and Sidon). This judgement shows that God will protect the nation of Israel from hostile neighbours.

Teaching Goal: To understand God’s judgement against the enemies of his people so that we would be reassured that God will judge our enemies when Jesus returns
Big Question:	What truths help us endure persecution?	

BIBLE STUDY 

*Note: Answer and purpose statements are an indicative guide and help you direct discussion as required by formulating follow up questions to facilitate further discussion if required. Times are only indicative

Launch: When have felt like there is no justice? 4 min

Context: 3 min
Chapters 25-32 are messages of judgement to the nations surrounding Jerusalem: against Ammon, Moab, Edom and Philistia (25), against Tyre (26-28), against Egypt (29-32). Chapter 28 shows that God judges consistently. First, he judges Israel, then the nations. God doesn’t only judge Israel. God will judge the nations for their wickedness, too. Chapter 28 also includes the greatest declaration of hope for Israel in the 25-32 bloc. Show map for context:

Read: Ezekiel 26:2-3, 28:1-10 2 mins
Observation: 2 min
1. What case does God have against the ruler of Tyre?
Answer: The King calls himself a god v2, he trusts his own wisdom v3-4

Meaning: 5 min
2. What is the God’s verdict on the ruler?
Answer: Foreigners will destroy v7, and kill him v8 – which is essentially a verdict of judgement by outsiders

3. Why is the ruler’s self-appraisal so wrong?
Answer: Not wiser than Daniel v3, grown proud v5, his death will make clear he was never a god v9 – the ruler of tyre is another sinful human who cannot live righteously. His hubris will cost him

Application: 4 min
4. When have you trusted in your own wisdom over God’s wisdom?
Purpose: see that we commit the same sin as the ruler of Tyre

5. How is this passage a warning to us then?
Purpose: to see that trusting our own wisdom will make us fools before God

Read: Ezekiel 28:11-19 2 min
Observation: 3 min
6. What description is given of the King of Tyre in this section?
Answer: The King was impressive v12, he lived in a beautiful land v13, he was anointed and ordained by God v14, and he was blameless v15.

Meaning: 4 min
7. Why is the description of vv12-16 unexpected?
Answer: The description of the King in vv12-16 contrasts with his wickedness described in vv1-5, for which he is judged vv6-10 – we are set up with great expectations for this King in vv12-16. He seems to have everything going for him. But the king throws it all in for sin

Application: 2 min
8. What does the lament tell us about God as judge?
Answer: God’s judgement is his peculiar yet righteous work 

Read: Ezekiel 28:23-26 1 min
Observation: 2 min
9. What does the judgement of Tyre achieve for Israel?
Answer: Their malicious neighbour is destroyed v24. Israel will be regathered v25, and live in safety v26

Meaning: 3 min
10. How does this promise give the exiles real hope?
Answer: the exiles will be free from their enemies who took advantage of them after their defeat. They will be able to enjoy the land again, free of external threats

Jesus: 4 min
Say: “God still intends to bring judgement upon the enemies of his people. Let’s read 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10”

11. How does Jesus fulfill the promise of Ezekiel 28?
Answer: trouble will be paid back to those who trouble us v6, 8-9 when Jesus returns v7

Application: 4 min
12. Why can we be sure that God’s judgement is fair and will happen, even when life seems unfair?
Purpose: to see that in Jesus, judgement is fair, even when it looks like our enemies are triumphing. There will be an end to injustice, and there will be an end to persecution

Pray 5 min
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