Leaders’ NotesOVERVIEW
Study No:		4
Passage:	Ezekiel 16
What is the passage about? Jerusalem is portrayed in a metaphor as a woman whom Yahweh rescued, cared for, and wed but has been grossly unfaithful.

Why was the passage written? To shock the readers into grasping the depth of their sin after such grace had been shown to them and to reveal the implications for their relationship with Yahweh. 

Main Point: To understand who we once were and who we are now so that we might grasp the grace of our God in Jesus Christ.
Big Question:	Who am I before God?

BIBLE STUDY
[bookmark: _Hlk2336269]
Pray!

Launch Question 2 min What have you read or watched that was really confronting?
Link to passage: this passage is one of the most confronting passages in the Bible. 

Read v1-43-Read passage out loud. Choose 1-2 mature people who are confident readers. You may choose to do this yourself or ask another leader. Plan what you will do. 5 min

1. (Observation) 
i. Woah! What makes this passage so shocking? How do you feel after reading it? 3 min Surprised, angry, confused, disgusted
1. Prompt (if needed): how would you describe the language that is used? Violent, accusatory, sexually explicit
ii. What are the movements of this section? What’s the storyline? 3 min A baby is born and abandoned (v1-5), God cared for her (v6-7), married her (8), cleansed her and made her beautiful (9-14), she then prostituted herself in the most atrocious ways (v15-34). 



2. (Interpretation) 
i. What is this a metaphor representing? 3 min Jerusalem’s relationship with God.
Prompts (if needed): 
Who is the baby? Jrusalem.
What does the passage say God did for her? Rescued her, entered into a covenant with her (married her), made her beautiful. That is, he rescued a people for himself and made them his.
What did she then do? Prostituted herself and her children, slaughtered her children, forgot what God had done for her, made herself even worse than a prostitute (31, 33-34). 
Israel had ignored God, they had built idols to the God’s of other nations and married their people, they had participated in child sacrifice and sought security and protection from other powers rather than God himself. 
ii. Does Jerusalem’s behaviour warrant such outrage from God? Why, why not? 3 min Yes, the outrage is befitting of the crime. Jerusalem has forgotten what God did for her and committed brazen adultery and prostitution. God is righteously jealous, righteously angry.
Leader’s note: Although there is a clear answer to this question, give participants time to wrestle through it themselves. There may be some who aren’t so sure and who are quite taken aback by the passage and God’s anger. Give these people time to speak up so that you can gauge where everyone is at and as a result care for them in the way you lead the rest of the study. To put it simply- be sensitive in how you help the group arrive at the answer to this question.
3. (Application)
i. In what way are we similar to Jerusalem? 3 min We too are helpless in our sin without God, we too have been rescued by God and made clean and beautiful because of the Lord Jesus Christ, we too forget God and act unfaithfully. 
1. Prompt (if helpful)- Ephesians 2:1-5 might help us out.
Read verses 45-63 5 min
4. (Observation) How does God say he will respond to Jerusalem’s unfaithfulness? 5 min Split into two groups and then return together to briefly share your findings. 
i. Verses 35-43- Shame her in front of her ‘lovers’ (v37), sentence her to an adulteress’ punishment (v38), hand her over to her lovers who will destroy her and stone her (39-41). These things will appease his wrath and he will turn away from her (v42)
ii. Verses 44-63- He will restore the fortunes of both Samaria and Jerusalem (53), He will deal with Jerusalem as deserved (59), He will remember his covenant with Jerusalem and establish an everlasting covenant (60, 62)
5. (Interpretation) What do we know about the way God brought both judgement and restoration to Jerusalem? 3 min 
With a bit of help the participants should be able to get the first three points from what they have covered in previous weeks. To get the final point you could point them to verses 60-64 and ask them how this covenant was established and the sin of the people atoned for. 

i. The exile was God’s judgement on his people, he handed them over to the Babylonians who destroyed Jerusalem and took the people to Babylon where they remained for 70 years. 
ii. As we read in last week’s passage God also departed from the temple in Jerusalem, leaving her for the nations.
iii. God restored the city by preserving a remnant from those in exile and paving the way for their return to Jerusalem from 539BC under King Cyrus of Persia after which they rebuilt the temple.
iv. God also brought restoration by establishing a new covenant as promised in v60 and v62. He sent Jesus who took God’s punishment promised to Jerusalem on himself (16:37-42), suffering God’s wrath at the cross, so that whoever puts their trust in him might be atoned for (16:63). 
6. (Application) 
i. [bookmark: _Hlk47013987]How does God respond to us when we act unfaithfully? Ought we fear judgement? What hope do we have? 3 min While God may discipline us for our sin, if we continue to trust Jesus when we act unfaithfully, coming to him in repentance, then God continues to count us as righteous because we are in Christ. If this is us then we have great hope of eternal life with God and don’t need to live in fear of judgement.  
If we don’t keep trusting Jesus when we act unfaithfully, turning our back on God’s offer of redemption, then we do need to fear God’s judgement for there is no hope outside of redemption in Christ. 
Only if there’s time- In pairs share what this passage has reminded you about who you once were and about who God is. 1 min
Pray thank God for this passage even though it’s confronting, thank him for how it reminds us of how helpless we once were in our sin, thank him for his graciousness in rescuing us through the Lord Jesus and pray that we’d continue to appreciate his abundant grace 3 min


Note on context to help leaders- an excerpt from Ian Duguid’s Ezekiel commentary (p216-217).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Duguid, Iain M. Ezekiel. NIV application commentary. Grand Rapids, Mich: Zondervan Publishing House, 1999.
] 

	Because of the cultural distance between then and now, we are likely to react to its message in significantly different ways from Ezekiel’s original message. They too would have been shocked by his graphic depiction of Jerusalem’s depravity. But other aspects of the picture would have struck them differently from the way they strike us. For instance, when we read of a passerby picking up an abandoned baby, it elicits no surprise in our minds. Our response is, “Of course he or she would rescue the bay and find someone to take care of it. What other choice is there?” But in the ancient world there was no “of course” about it. In those days, if you adopted every abandoned baby you found, your house would soon be bursting at the seams. It was an accepted tragedy. 
	Nor could Ezekiel’s audience immediately assume, as we do, that the mysterious stranger had favourable plans for the orphan. It was not unknown in antiquity for girl babies to be rescued for the purpose of prostitution rather than adoption. These differences mean that they would recognise more fully than we do the grace involved in the Lord’s action, picking up this stray and not merely allowing her to survive or even adopting her, but marrying her, lavishing on her every good thing. 
	Nor are we used to a wife being completely dependent on her husband. In these days of equality between husband and wife, the image of marriage conveys something quite different to us than it did back then. Our culture thinks of a coequal partnership, in which each party owns half of everything, unless there is a prenuptial agreement to the contrary. In contemporary society, it is also a relationship that can be dissolved as easily as it is made, if a better offer comes along. Indeed, in Hollywood films, adultery is regularly portrayed not only as acceptable but also praiseworthy if it allows for self-fulfilment .The idea of marriage as a relationship of subordination and obligation on the wife’s part is alien to us. 
	In contrast, it is essential to Ezekiel’s metaphor that the wife is not an independent agent, free to seek self-fulfilment in the arms of another, and that death is the appropriate sentence for adultery. Only if we understand those cultural norms will we feel the ingratitude of the woman, who has taken the gifts that were lavished on her by her true husband and squandered them on her many lovers. Only then will we feel the just nature of the sentence imposed on her, feelings that would have been automatic for Ezekiel’s original hearers. 
