Leader’s notesOVERVIEW
Study no: 9
Passage: Ezekiel 37 (focussing on verses 1-14)
What is the passage about? God promising to recreate Israel by bringing the exiles from death to life, restoring them to their own land and uniting the people of Judah and Israel under a restored Davidic monarchy.

Why was the passage written? To demonstrate to the exiles God’s intention to bring a spiritual rebirth to the nation of Israel.  

Teaching goal (Focussing on verses 1-14): To understand that, like the exiles, we are by nature spiritually dead but as Christians we have life through union with Christ. To understand this so that we would be confident that we have new life and live accordingly.

Big question:	What hope is there in death?

BIBLE STUDY
Launch: 5 min What are some emotions you’ve experienced in a graveyard?

Context: God will rescue his people for the sake of his name. God promised Abraham and the Israelites that he would make them a great nation and place them in the land. God does not break his promises. That is not part of his name. He will rescue his people to keep his promise.

Pray!

Read: Ezekiel 37:1-15
Observation 8 min
1. What does God command Ezekiel?
Answer: prophecy life to the bones vv4-6

2. What does Ezekiel see?
Answer: a valley of dry bones v1. God makes these bones live v7-8, and have breathe v9

Meaning 17 min
3. What does this scene say about the state of God’s people?
Purpose: to understand the spiritual deadness of God’s people. The scene reads like a graveyard full of the unburied 

4. Why does Ezekiel have a role here?
Purpose: to see that Ezekiel’s prophecy is eschatological. Ezekiel is calling forward to a time when God will give his breathe to people as the animating force for their living – and obedience. In Hebrew, breathe is the same word for Spirit. Ezekiel is calling forward to a time when God’s people will be animated by his Spirit to truly know, and fully obey, God 

5. Will there be an exilic repeat given vv1-14? Why/why not?
Purpose: to understand that an exilic repeat where God’s people are shunned from his presence and blessing is impossible. God’s people will not be able to disobey and require punishment, because they will be animated by God’s Spirit!

Read: Ezekiel 37:15-28
Observation 5 min
6. What future does God promise for his people?
Answer: unity v19, 22; gathered v21, one King and shepherd v22, 24; God will dwell with them; the nations will know God make them holy

Meaning 5 min
7. Why would God’s promises here be so shocking to the people?
Purpose: to see that the promise of unity between Judah and Ephraim under one shepherd King is surprising given that the tribes of Israel have spent hundreds of year pre-exile, separated v27

Application 10 min
Read: Ephesians 2:4-12
8. What was our situation before Jesus?
Answer: dead in sin v5, uncircumcised v11, separated from Christ and God’s people v12

9. What confidence do we have that we are part of the prophecy in Ezekiel 37?
Purpose: to see that even when we were dead in sin, we were made alive – saved – by grace through faith in Jesus! Our confidence can be limitless

Pray!

Things to note about the passage (but you don’t need to include all these details in the study!):
· This chapter is a continuation from Ezekiel 36 where God promised to put his Spirit within his people for the sake of his own name. The promise here in chapter 37 to restore his people continues to be for the sake of his own name (6, 13, 14, 28).
· 1-14- the images here are of a battlefield and a graveyard in the midst of a valley. The exiles know that they are as good as buried with no hope (v11). God promises to both restore their bodies and breathe life into them. This is a two-stage process just like it was at creation, he formed the bodies and then filled them with life and he then promises to bring them back to the land of Israel. He is promising a re-creation of Israel.
· The Hebrew word for wind can also mean breath and spirit. This word is used numerous times in this passage (translated in the NIV as spirit in v1 and 14, as breath in v5,8 and 9 and as wind in 9). Four winds because four points on a compass.
· What occurs in these verses is a physical metaphor of a spiritual reality. God breathes new life into his people through giving them his Spirit and so making them spiritually alive. He does fulfil his promise of returning the exiles to their land, but the following verses show that the nation has more to look forward to than just this.
· 15-23- Here God is promising not just a restoration but a reunification of the people of Israel. The sticks represent the kingdoms of Judah and Israel (Joseph was the father of Ephraim and Manasseh the two dominant tribes of Israel) and the combining of the sticks as one demonstrates God’s intention to unite them again under one king (v22).
· Note that the Kingdom of Israel was destroyed once and for all and its people didn’t return from exile in Assyria after they had been exiled in 722BC. This reunification on view therefore seems impossible. It’s probably significant that in Acts we see the gospel going out not only from Jerusalem and Judea and the ends of the earth, but also to Samaria – the region of the Northern Kingdom of Israel (see Acts 1:8 and ch 8). So, the promise was fulfilled in this way, but it also envisions a time when God’s people from all nations will live as one people in harmony together. 
· 24-28- This section continues on from the previous reunification section but elaborates on the one king who is “my servant David” and the “one shepherd” (see chapter 34). This one king, as we understood in chapter 34, is none other than King Jesus. He is the descendant of David, the good shepherd who will rule over God’s sheep. The sanctuary on view in verse 26 points to the symbolic, ideal temple of chapters 40-48.
· What is on view in chapter 37 is more than just the descendants of Abraham being safe in their own land and independent from other nations, rather, it is an eschatological vision. It envisions the presence of God with his people, all honour being given to his name by his own people and the nations. Ultimately this will only be fulfilled in the new creation.
Ideas for teaching the passage:
· For the sake of time you may find it helpful to read the whole passage but to focus the study in on verses 1-14. 
Things to consider re. application (Focussing on verses 1-14):
· The exiles were not physically dead but they were spiritually dead – they themselves acknowledge this in v11. By nature, all of humanity is spiritually dead too, see Ephesians 2:1-2. Do the members of your group acknowledge and appreciate this to be true? Do they (or did they ever) feel spiritually dead? The Bible says this our natural state, regardless of how we feel, and it is necessary that we accept this.
· God promised that the exiles would have new life, that they would be re-created as he breathes new life into them. We see in Ephesians 2:4-5 and Col 2:12-14 that this new life comes about for believers through union with Christ. We are buried with him and sin is dealt with, and we are raised with him to new life. After helping your group to grasp this truth you may like to ask them how confident they are about it? If they are believers but aren’t 100% confident then why not, maybe because they keep sinning or don’t feel any different? You want your group members to leave knowing for certain that they have been made spiritually alive in Christ. If your group members are confident in this truth then you may spend more time thinking about how it changes the way they live. Ephesians 2:10 says we are created for good works- our task now is to serve Jesus with our lives. Is this the perspective we keep? What distracts us? How can we stay on task? 
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