Leader’s notesOVERVIEW
Study no: 7
Passage: Ezekiel 34
What is the passage about? God’s coming judgement on the shepherds of Israel for their selfishness and his intention to shepherd them himself through his servant David.

Why was the passage written? To show the security that will come with God’s provision of a good shepherd in contrast to Israel’s bad shepherds. 

Teaching goal: To understand that God’s appointed shepherd is Jesus so that we would rejoice as we reflect on his shepherding of us and seek to follow his example.

Big question: What characterises good leadership?

BIBLE STUDY
Launch: 3 min What were the characteristics of some of the best leaders in your life?

Context: God’s people and their leaders have not repented despite God’s messages through Ezekiel. God has justly exercised his judgement against his people, and Jerusalem has fallen. But God is still not finished with his people.

Pray!

Read: Ezekiel 34:1-24
Observation: 7 min
1. How have the shepherds strayed?
Answer: they have sought leadership for their own benefit, rather than the service of God’s people vv2-4. They have ruled God’s people harshly and brutally v4

2. What effect has their poor leadership had on God’s people?
Answer: They are scattered v5, have wandered v6, been plundered v8 – God’s people are helpless, and cannot stop other people’s taking from them



Meaning: 20 min
3.  Why isn’t the flock spared judgement?
Purpose: to see how they too are guilty of sin against God in the land v18, 21. They also seem to be driven by selfishness v21, and so, in this way, the people are not much better than the shepherds

4. How will God come to the aid of his people?
Purpose: to see that God is against the shepherds and will hold them accountable (law court language) v10, he will intervene for the good of his people directly as shepherd v11-12, restore them to the land vv13-16, and place his servant David as prince v23

5. How will God place David as prince over his people!?
Answer: David is long dead, but God will raise up a saviour from the Davidic line to rescue his people

Read: Ezekiel 34:25-31
Meaning: 7 min
6. Why is God’s promised blessing so good?
Purpose: to see that God’s covenant of peace will bring abundant blessing: the land will produce fruit and crops v27, and the people will be safe in the land in closest relationship to their God v28, 31

Read: Matthew 25:31-46
Meaning: 8 min
7. How does Jesus fulfil Ezekiel 25?
Purpose to see that Jesus is the leader that the shepherds of Israel never were. Jesus is the Davidic King who saves God’s people by separating them from the goats v32, and bring his people to eternal life v46 

Application 10 min
8. How do you respond to Jesus’ words in Matthew 25:37-40?
Purpose: to be confronted by Jesus’ words about living the gospel (and proclaiming the gospel!)

9. How has God in Christ been the good shepherd to you?
Purpose: to reflect on and rejoice in God’s provision in Jesus for the group members

Pray!

Things to note about the passage (but you don’t need to include all these details in the study!):
· Shepherd metaphor- the shepherds on view here are specifically the previous kings of Judah who haven’t properly cared for the people.
· V1-16- the shepherds of Israel are condemned for selfishly taking care of themselves rather than caring for their flock. God says he will bring judgement upon the bad shepherds and be the good shepherd himself, rescuing his flock.
· V17-24- the flock will be judged, God will sort the sheep, he condemns the rams, goats and fat sheep (those from within the flock who had oppressed the weak)  and promises to prove his servant David as a good shepherd for his sheep.
· “My servant David”- this is not David resurrected or even a reestablishment of Davidic kings but the anticipated Messiah of Davidic lineage. This anticipates the fulfillment of God’s covenant with David (2 Sam 7). 
· The identity of this Davidic shepherd is Jesus (John 10; Matt 18:12-14, 25:31-46; Mrk 6:34 etc.)
· V25-31- God will establish a covenant of peace (cf. Ezek 37:24-28). They will be at peace in the land experiencing God’s blessings under his rule. This envisions the fulfillment of God’s covenant with Israel.
· Fulfillment of the covenant of peace- the harmony and peace on view in Ezekiel 34 is largely one of material blessing. While God did bring his people out of exile and back to their homeland these blessings are only ultimately realised through the person of Jesus. Through him God’s people have peace with God and the hope of material blessing once and for all in the new creation.
Things to consider re. application:
· As the fulfillment of the Davidic servant in Ezekiel 34, Jesus is God’s appointed shepherd. You  could help your group reflect on how Jesus has been a good shepherd to them, how has he cared for them through the truths of the gospel? When have they particularly felt that hit home? You might also get your group reflecting on how they might be the sort of leader Jesus is (whether that be now or as they step up to serve in the future).
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