Leader’s notes
OVERVIEW 
Study No: 3
Passage: Ezekiel 11 
What is the passage about? This passage is about a group of leaders in Jerusalem who were confidently placing their hope in the holy city when actually God’s intention was to bring judgement upon them for rejecting him. In chapter 10 God left the temple, in this chapter he goes to dwell with the Israelites in exile, a remnant of whom he will protect, deliver, and enable to live in obedience to him. 
Why was the passage written? To warn against placing hope in Jerusalem, or anything except God himself. 

Main Point : Real hope is only found in God, not in status, traditions or vain institutions
Main Application: Go to God who brings real hope and liberation
Big Question: What do we look to for hope? 




Launch: 5 min In crisis, where do you find hope?
Purpose: to find out where we seek hope at a gut level

Pray!

Context: Say: “Ezekiel 11 is a continuation of the vision that began in Ezekiel 8. Last week we saw the utterly detestable things God’s people are doing in the temple. God removes his special presence from the temple in Ezekiel 10. But God’s declaration of judgement and punishment is not yet complete…”

Read Ezekiel 11:1-13: 
Observation 5 min
1) What do we learn about the leaders of the people of Jerusalem?
Answer: the leaders don’t think there is reason to leave Jerusalem. Their houses have been rebuilt after all and they are like meat in a cosy pot in v3, which indicates that they are preaching safety and security rather than alarm and judgement
· Anything familiar about the leaders of Jerusalem?
Answer: like Ezekiel 8, there are 25 and they face the east 

· Where do the leaders find their hope?
Answer: in the Jerusalem temple, the city of Jerusalem itself, rather than God

Meaning 7 min
2) How does the sovereign Lord turn the meat and pot metaphor on its head?
Answer: the meat pot of the city is not a safe place where the living stay v7. Judgement is coming! Only the dead will stay in the pot. The living will be forced to leave 9. But many of the living will probably fall by the sword v8, 10

3) The Lord’s judgement occurs for what purpose?
Answer: to know that God is the Lord v10, 12; because the people have failed to keep God’s decrees and laws; instead they have chosen to conform t to the standards of the nations around them v12

Read Ezekiel 11:14-25: 
Observation 7 min
4) Recall the thoughts the exiles probably had about their situation at this point.
· But what does God plan for the exiles?
Answer: God will regather the exiles back into the land. They will obey God’s commands v17-20

Meaning 6 min
5) How is the appraisal of the exiles by the people of Jerusalem different to God’s plans for the exiles?
Answer: God has not abandoned the exiles as those living in Jerusalem say. God’s blessing will be given to the exiles who are far away from Jerusalem (which is seen as the place of God’s blessing), the current Jerusalem locals will be judged  v15 vs vv16-20

Say: “We’re going to think about how Jesus fulfils the promise of Ezekiel 11 in the letter to the Hebrews. The writer to the Hebrews has outlined the inferiority of the old covenant temple sacrificial system… 

Read Hebrews 8:6-12: 
Observation 5 min
6) What is the promise of Hebrews 8?
Answer: new covenant, and new hearts that will be obedient to God v8, 10-12
Meaning 7 min
7) How is the promise of Hebrews 8:
· Surer than the promise of Ezekiel 11?
Answer: Jesus is greater and provides a greater covenant and promise than what came before with the temple v6 – the promise dependent on Jesus, not our obedience
· Better than the promise of Ezekiel 11?
Answer: God’s righteousness and life will be written on our hearts v10; no we will know God truly v11; and we will be forgiven v12


Application: 8 min
1) Why do we search for hope in other things as Christians?
Purpose: to have a free conversation on where we find our hope so that this is challenged in application question 2. Possible comments: because other things give us immediate but temporary happiness, we might trust in what we see etc etc 

2) How does Ezekiel 11 realign our hope?
Purpose: see how the passage has challenged and landed for us

Pray!
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