Leader’s notesOVERVIEW
Study no: 6
Passage: Ezekiel 33
What is the passage about? The unchanging response of the people (both in Judah and Babylon) to Ezekiel, who is their watchman, in light of the fall of Jerusalem (v21-22).

Why was the passage written? So that the exiles might understand God’s justice system and accept that they are personally accountable to him so that they might repent and live. 

Teaching goal: To understand that we are personally accountable to God for our sin so that we would look to the cross where justice for sin is achieved once and for all. 

Big question:	How does God’s justice system work?

BIBLE STUDY

Pray!

Launch: How would your ideal system of justice work?

Context: After the laments for Israel (chapter 16), and the nations (chapter 28), we would expect that God’s people to have listened and repented. This week we’ll explore the response of God’s people to God’s judgement up to chapter 33.

Read: Ezekiel 33:1-20 justice 
Observation: 5 min
1. What does God say will happen to the people?
Answer: Listen to the watchman and live, ignore the watchman and die vv1-6

Meaning: 14 min
2. Why is Ezekiel’s role so important then?
Answer: Ezekiel has the words or death and life as watchman. Therefore, Ezekiel must speak so that the people turn and live! vv7-11

3. How does God’s justice system work?
Answer: Simply, disobedience = judgement, repentance = life vv12-20
Method: let people talk this through in depth, invite people to compare to how other justice systems work/how have seen justice play out

Application: 5 min
4. What does God then require from:
His people?
Answer: repentance vv11-3, follow his decrees v15
Us?
Answer: True repentance that encompasses all of life. Not I believe and everything will be ok; but a root and branch repentance of sin

Read: Ezekiel 33:21-33 accountability 
Observation: 3 min
5. Why are the people so confident about their position in the land?
Answer: there are still many who remain in Israel dagger the fall of Jerusalem in v21, so those who remain expect to keep the land v24 

Meaning: 15 min
6. Why is the people’s outlook so misplaced?
Answer: the people continue to live in sin v25-6

7. How would you characterise the response of the people to God’s message from the beginning of the book till now?
Answer: they have not changed, they remain unrepentant 

8. How would you characterise the situation of God’s people? Hopeful or hopeless?
Method: allow for open discussion. Seems mostly hopeless but there are very small glimmers of hope: God is still speaking to them through Ezekiel, for one thing

9. Has Ezekiel’s ministry been a waste? Why/why not?
Answer: Ezekiel has obeyed God and warned the people v7, so they are reasonably and legitimately accountable vv12-20, and the people will know a prophet has been among them v33

Application: 8 min
Read: Romans 5:6-11
10. How does Jesus fulfil the need for justice and accountability at the cross?
Purpose: to see that the judgement that we deserved has been fulfilled by Jesus so that we could be justified and saved by God’s wrath


Pray


























Explanatory notes:
Things to note about the passage (but you don’t need to include all these details in the study!):
· This chapter is the turning point in the Ezekiel narrative. Up until now the primary focus has been on God’s judgement upon his people (with brief moments of hope), from chapter 34 onward the focus shifts to restoration (with brief moments of judgement). Nb/ there are numerous themes/elements which are found in both the first and second sections e.g. Ezekiel as watchman 3:16-21 and 33:1-9.
· Verses 1-9- Ezekiel’s role as “watchman” is restated (cf. 3:16-21) and this role of his will no be made public (v2). He is free from culpability having warned the people of the coming judgement. Furthermore, his prophetic ministry isn’t finishing just because Jerusalem falls (v21-22)- this suggests there might still be hope for the people. 
· Verses 10-20- Ezekiel responds to two objections of the people (outlined in v10, 17). They are finally accepting the reality of God’s judgement. Ezekiel calls them to repentance and affirms God’s justice by showing that he judges based on how they respond to him. 
· Verses 21-22 are the central verses of this passage. As prophesied in 24:26 the temple is destroyed. This vindicates Ezekiel as Yahweh’s prophet showing just how important it is that the people turn and repent. As prophesied in 24:27 Ezekiel’s tongue is loosened. God had rendered him mute in 3:26-27, presumably to prevent him speaking words of hope too soon. 
· Verses 23-29- Ezekiel responds to another objection from the people, those in Judah. In vs. 24 they are arrogantly claiming that if Abraham as an individual was able to possess the land then even more should his many descendants be able to possess it. It is refuted by Ezekiel: they are not following in Abraham’s ways and so cannot expect the blessings of the covenant. 
· Verses 30-33- bring the focus back to the situation of the exiles. They are treating him like a singer, an entertainer. Listening to him but not responding as they should. 
Things to consider re. application:
· This chapter emphasises human accountability to God and that responding to him in repentance and obedience is ultimately a matter of life and death. This is no different for us today as we accept or reject eternal life offered to us through the blood of Christ. We will all ultimately be held accountable on that final day of judgement. Is there anything that stops us from thinking we are personally accountable to God (e.g. thinking we are okay because we’ve been baptised, or have Christian parents, or have prayed ‘the prayer’ etc.).
· This chapter emphasises God’s justice. His judgements are not arbitrary and he has provided adequate warning through his prophets and ultimately through his son who took God’s judgement upon himself to save God’s people. Do we ever question God’s justice as the Israelites did in this chapter? Or do we forget that God’s judgement has been dealt at the cross that we might be righteous through the blood of Christ? 

Some suggestions for the study:
· Steer clear of digging too deep into the details- we don’t want to miss the forest for the trees. 
· Explore justice: It might be helpful to explore what this passage says about God’s justice (i.e. how people respond to him- disobedience brings death and obedience brings life). Then you might go to the NT (perhaps Roman 5?) to consider how Jesus has fulfilled this at the cross (i.e. we couldn’t live in perfect obedience so he took the punishment of death for us). 
· Explore accountability: It might be helpful to explore what the passage says about accountability in order to notice that humans are personally accountable to God. You may particularly consider the objection in vs. 23-29.
· One way to approach the study might be to consider these topics (justice and accountability) in turn, rather than moving sequentially through the verses/sections as it might help you stick to the proposed teaching goal (although you might have come up with a different teaching goal in your own preparation).   
· This study should be able to be completed with just two cycles through observation, interpretation, application. Aim for no more than 10 questions/sub questions. 
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